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THE CURRICULUM AT NEWBARNS

Our aim in all areas of the curriculum is to achieve the
highest possible standards for each pupil. Whilst the areas
of English, mathematics and science are fundamental
elements of any primary school, we also aim to provide a
balanced programme which gives pupils the opportunity to
excel in the arts and sports. As a staff, we have worked
hard to ensure continuity and progression throughout the
school. We are proud of our enriched creative curriculum
which makes learning fun. It includes learning from visitors, going on visits and whole
school theme weeks.

ASSESSMENT

Children undergo reading, writing and mathematical assessments at regular intervals
and their progress is closely monitored to help identify progress and diagnose any
specific problems. Assessment of children is carried out in line with National
Curriculum requirements and is, therefore, a continuous process. This enables
teachers to plan and organise the next stage of work for the individual child.

Children are also assessed when they come into school which enables staff to gain an

accurate picture of the child’"s skills and und
(Year 2 and Year 6), children are assessed using Standard Assessment Tasks and
Test s. This provides both parents and staff w

development and progress through each Key Stage. Year 1 children undergo the

phonics screening check and those who have not reached the required standard have

their attainment in phonics checked the following year. Throughout the school,

children’s progress is recorded through an indi

In addition, on starting school, every child is given a “Memories Folder” in which to keep
examples of good work and achievements throughout their time at Newbarns. These
are presented to them when they leave the school.
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The Early Years Curriculum

The provision f or c¢ hiearming o Nursery ahe Reeebtiorpisnent and
guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage and our provision reflects the principles

from this Statutory Framework. Development is not an automatic process, it depends on

each unigue child having opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling
environments. The four themes of the EYFS are as follows:

A Unique Child

1 Every child is a child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships

9 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling Environments

1 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership
between practitioners, parents and carers.

Learning and Development

T Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in early
special educational needs and disabilities.

Teaching and Learning

A well planned and tailored curriculum in Early Years aims to meet the needs of all
children. This is delivered through developmentally appropriate adult led activities,
whereby children are taught new skills and knowledge, before children use play
opportunities to develop their learning further. This encourages each child to become
an effective and motivated learner. The areas of development in the Early Years
comprise of:

Prime Areas

1 Personal, social and emotional development — including self-confidence and
self-awareness, managing feeling and behaviour and making relationships.
1 Physical development i including moving and handling and health and self-
care.
1 Communication and language — including listening and attention,
understanding and speaking.
The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences,
and run through and support learning in all other areas. The prime areas continue to be
fundamental throughout early years.




Specific Areas

9 Literacy — including reading and writing.
Mathematics — including numbers and shape, space and measures.
1 Understanding the world — including people and communities, the world, and
technology.
1 Expressive arts and design — including exploring and using media and
materials, and being imaginative.
The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of the prime
areas, and provide important contexts for learning.
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Play

Well planned play in a secure environment, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in
which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge. Through play, with effective
adult support, children can:-

1 Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make
sense of the world

9 Practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills
1 Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules

1 Be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk or rehearse their
feelings

Take risks and make mistakes
Think creatively and imaginatively

Communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems
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Express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.

Assessment

The level of progress that children are expected to have attained at the end of the Early
Years Foundation Stage through both play opportunities and teaching, is defined by the
Early Learning Goals. These goals state what is expected for children to know, and be
able to do, by the end of the reception year. The Development Matters guidance sets
out the likely stages of progress a child makes along their learning journey towards the
Early Learning Goals.



National Curriculum

The National Curriculum defines those subjects to be studied by pupils during their
school life. For primary schools these consist of English, Mathematics and Science,
known as core subjects, together with Computing, Design Technology, History,
Geography, Music, Art/Design and PE, known as foundation subjects, plus RE.

The National Curriculum aims to give pupils a better all round education and makes
transition between schools easier and more effective.

Delivery of the National Curriculum

The curriculum has been planned to ensure that all the foundation subjects are taught
in accordance with requirements of the National Curriculum.

The content of the National Curriculum has therefore played a central role in the
curriculum planning of the whole school. National Curriculum documentation and the
associated class planning procedure can be seen on request to the Headteacher.

Whilst targets are set for each child's year group within the National Curriculum
subjects, it is the objective of the school to promote achievement beyond these levels
complementary to the individual child's ability. In addition, we aim to promote a school
curriculum wider than that prescribed within the National guidelines.

As stated in our Ethos statement, the school firmly believes in giving each child
competence in the "3 R’'s" so that all other su
be taught either individually or as part of topic work.

Topic Work

The school delivers the National Curriculum partly through a topic-
organised curriculum with particular emphasis on first hand
practical learning experiences.

Some subjects, particularly at Key Stage 2, are delivered through
separate subject teaching. Currently, each of the year group
teachers plans work around the following topic guide, thus
ensuring continuity and progression from Reception through to
Year 6.




Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Reception | Ourselves Stories People who help us
Celebrations Spring and New Life Seaside and Journeys
1 Materials Animals, Including Humans | Trees, Plants and Birds
Toys, Old and New Explorers Our World
Seasonal and Daily Weather | Seasonal and Daily Weather | Seasonal and Daily Weather
2 Uses of Everyday Plants and Animals Habitats
Materials
Great Fire of London Islands
Beatrix Potter and the
Lake District
3 Our Neighbourhood Volcanos and Romans and ltaly
Earthquakes
Light and Shadow Plants
Rocks and Soil
Magnets and Forces Health and Growth
Stone Age and Iron Age
4 Vikings Greece Habitats
Electricity and Sound States of Matter and Digestion Europe
5 North America Anglo Saxons World War 2
6 The Ancient Egyptians Rainforests Islamic Civilisations

The topic-based approach ensures that all elements of the curriculum are being met in
a manner which is planned to stimulate the interests of the children.

A number of visitors and organisations are invited into school which, together with visits
to places of interest, contribute to the topic work and overall curriculum the children
receive.




English

English work involves a variety of skills. Competence in language develops through the
interaction of listening, speaking, reading, writing and the children's own experiences.
Stimulus can come from topic work, poetry, drama, music, art and English lessons.
Language skills are taught by encouraging children to:-

- listen attentively and for pleasure

- observe and respond

- convey meaning clearly and accurately through speech

- read fluently with expression and understanding

- produce quality writing reflecting widening knowledge

- acquire enjoyment, knowledge and information from books

- extend their range of expression and experience through dramatic activities.

There is also an important place for the teaching of formal English. Spelling,
punctuation and grammar play an integral role in the development of literacy skills. The
school considers correct letter formation and a high standard of handwriting and
presentation to be very important and they are taught rigorously. Every child keeps a
progress book which tracks the development of their writing from Years 1 to 6.

Immense value is placed on the acquisition of reading skills and all children from
Reception Year onwards, are actively encouraged to take their reading book home
daily. We possess a wide and varied range of reading materials for all needs and
abilities and have material from schemes such as Oxford Reading Tree, Ginn and
Project X for example. A specific time each day is devoted to enriched reading time in
classes and the school follows the Letters and Sounds programme for phonics.

In addition, it is hoped that parents will share with their children other material, perhaps
borrowed from a local library.

Opportunities for speaking and listening are valued in lessons and specifically
developed through our Philosophy for Children, drama lessons, School Council,
P.S.H.E., assemblies and school performances.




Mathematics

The children develop their knowledge and understanding of basic mathematical
concepts through carefully structured practical work and first hand experiences.

The school follows the national guidance to teach children the appropriate skills. Its
implementation is supported by a range of high quality resources. Pupils are set in
upper Key Stage Two according to ability.

Each set is taught the same area of mathematics at the same time, however each child
studies these areas to different depths of understanding depending upon their individual
capability. The setting system extends enormously the capabilities of the more
mathematically able child, while providing more support for the child who needs
consolidation.

In mathematics, the need to solve problems effectively and apply knowledge to daily life
is emphasised. We achieve this through co-operative group work, providing the
children with opportunities to discuss, question, generalise and evaluate their work.
Children are encouraged to explain their results and methods of working.

Our mathematics curriculum helps to develop computational skills, mental agility,
precision in measurement, reliability in estimating and approximating and a sound
understanding of mathematical concepts.

We place great emphasis on number work and the learning of multiplication tables
particularly, as they underpin many areas of maths and are essential in everyday life.

Science

In science, we aim to develop the intellectual and practical skills of all children. This will
encourage them to question, explore and investigate the world of science, develop a full
understanding of scientific phenomena and record the results in different ways.

Pupils have the opportunity to develop a knowledge and understanding of:-

- life processes and living things

- properties, classification, structure of materials
- chemical and physical changes of materials

- the earth and its atmosphere

- electricity and magnetism

- forces and their effects

- light and sound

- the use of technology.




History

The subject of history is a stimulating and engaging aspect of the curriculum. Itis
taught discretely as well as being developed through other areas of the curriculum, for
example literacy. Children become actively involved in learning about historical events
around the world through various topic areas. Furthermore, we take advantage of local
resources to learn about history and its influences on our locality.

Through history we encourage children to:
- Develop a sense of time and chronology
- Learn methods of historical enquiry
- Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, as well as how the
past influences the present and future
-Gain a coherent knowl edge pastdndthatdféhewideandi ng o
world
- Ask critical questions, consider evidence and develop perspective and judgement
- Consider the lives and experiences of others, the diversity of societies and
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identities and challenges
of time.

Topics covered include:

Stone Age, Iron Age, Vikings, Romans, Ancient Greece, Ancient Egyptians and key
historical figures.

Geography

Like history, geography is taught both discretely and as an integral part of other
curriculum areas. We aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination of the world
and the people in it. The children learn key geographical facts and vocabulary. We
believe learning through fieldwork is an essential aspect of geography. Children are
provided with opportunities to explore the environment through residential visits, and
school trips in the local area. Such experiences enable children to develop
geographical skills of questioning, enquiry based learning, investigation, problem
solving and decision making.

Throughout their time at Newbarns, children will have had opportunities to:

- Develop field study and geographical enquiry skills

- Interpret a range of sources of geographical information
including maps, globes and aerial photographs

- Explore local, national and global scales of activity

- Participate in residential visits

- Compare the similarities and differences of their local
area with those of a location in the wider world.



Environmental Education

Environmental Education is an approach to the curriculum which
is relevant to children and addresses wider issues facing them
as they grow to become adults and citizens.

At the primary stage, Environmental Education is seen as
involving pupils in personal experience of the environment by
direct exploration with all their senses, using the school and all
its surroundings and, when necessary, going further afield.

Environmental Education provides an efficient, effective and enjoyable way of bringing
together subjects such as geography, history, science and ICT.

In Environmental Studies, we enable the children to discover and interpret the world
around them by the use of first-hand experience, whether it is hunting for minibeasts or
conducting a survey of traffic passing the school. A cross-curricular approach is
favoured as it offers a "catch all" device in achieving a wider spectrum of National
Curriculum attainment targets.

Children also become aware of current environmental concerns, e.g. recycling, and
address such issues during Eco-Council meetings and class feedback sessions.

Drama
Drama contributes to language, literacy and education as a whole by means of:-

- self expression

- helping to develop the imagination

- promoting growth and self-confidence in the ability to use language

- developing sensitivity

- reinforcing concentration and listening skills which allow the child to enjoy
participating in group activities

- self achievement

- expressing thoughts and feelings as individuals and as members of a group

- reinforcing skills needed for other curriculum areas.

For these reasons we strongly encourage drama work at Newbarns. In addition, all
children have the opportunity to perform in assemblies, concerts and productions to a
range of appreciative audiences.




Technology

Computing is a part of the curriculum in all classes. The school is developing the
curriculum to integrate Information Technology into topic based work. Children are
given confidence to become familiar with the computer keyboard and other hardware
and this enables them to develop the necessary hand and eye co-ordination skills.
Information and Communication Technology is both an important subject in itself and a
means for making ot he rThesewark arangd oftablets,egne t o
Fizzbooks, iPads and laptops and an interactive white board in each classroom, and a
central ICT suite with 35 networked computers. This enables our children to have a
head start in this changing world of computer technology. Children learn a wide range
of computer skills from handling a mouse in early years to using the Internet, E mail and
multimedia authoring in KS2.

Introduction and development of expertise in storing, finding, presenting, retrieving and
amending information is encouraged. The older pupils are encouraged to organise,
develop and present ideas in a variety of graphic forms, which often result from
investigations requiring the analysis of data previously stored in data bases.

Design Technology is the process of designing and making things by manipulating
material to produce an intended outcome. This involves recognising the nature of the
problem, identifying possible solutions and then testing them through construction and
evaluation of the outcome. The subject is generally taught as a problem solving activity
across the curriculum. This type of activity for children helps to develop and stretch
their imagination, inventiveness, resourcefulness and flexibility. Pupils have the
opportunity of designing and making a variety of working models. Children are also
encouraged to handle and evaluate existing products.

Food Technology is also an important part of the design technology curriculum. Basic
food preparation skills are taught as well as how to follow instructions, plan and
prepare food and meals to encourage healthy eating.

Art/Design

As well as learning techniques in drawing, painting and printing, the children work with
clay and are taught simple needlework, weaving and knitting skills.

Our programme of work provides opportunities for all pupils to:

- improve powers of observation and use the visual language (line, shape, colour,
tone, volume, texture) to make artistic responses

- express their ideas, feelings and emotions through this language

- experience as wide a range of two-dimensional and three-dimensional media as
possible and develop skills in the handling of these

- develop the critical skills and vocabulary to enable them to evaluate their own
work and that of others

- experience working with artists and crafts persons

- use ICT.
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PE and Games

PE is a key el ement in our school’s c-urriculum
ordination, stamina and enjoyment of all physical activity. We hope to give all our
children a good start on the pathway to a healthy and active life.

Every child is given an equal opportunity of participating in sports activities regardless

of ability. The teaching of games skills is seen as a progression which begins in the

early years and develops throughout the childr
older, skills are learned, practised and improved. Small sided team games are

introduced and competitive games played. PE helps the children to play fairly and to co-

operate.

Swimming is taught as a vital life skill in Key Stage 2. We endeavour to ensure that as
many of the children as possible leave our school able to swim a length and have basic
survival skills.

We teach creative dance in school as part of cross-curricular topics and for
performance in shows and assemblies. Gymnastics and athletics are taught in our main
hall and on the spacious school field.

Teaching is delivered by our teaching staff but often enhanced by the use of qualified
specialist coaches, supplemented by Sports Premium funding.

Among the out-of-hours sports clubs meeting regularly during the year are; football,
hockey, rugby, table-tennis, tennis, karate, netball, dance, rounders, basketball and
gymnastics. Our very successful APE (Active Playtime Encouragers) Club is run by
child activity leaders at break-times.

The school fields many teams in local, county and national competitions. Our netball,
rounders, football, basketball, cross-country, tag-rugby, indoor- athletics and hockey
teams have all competed in local competitions and the children are rightly proud to have
represented school. Over the years we have enjoyed success at many levels.

Competition within school is important and elements of competition are often part of
curriculum lessons. We hold annual inter-house sports competitions in Key Stage 2 and
have a ‘Big Sports Day’ of competitive team ga

Pupils are introduced to local sports clubs, gyms and introduced to outdoor activities
that enable them to make healthy choices for life.

oy
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Music

The school encourages music as a worthwhile activity
in the curriculum and musical productions for parents
and friends are regular events. A purpose built music
room houses a wide range of instruments and a music
teacher develops composition and expertise in the
subject across the school. Keyboard, djembe drums
and ukulele are taught and specialist tuition is available
for guitar and keyboard. Children have the experience
of listening weekly to a wide range of music as part of
our school assemblies. The much acclaimed school choir has been featured on Radio
Cumbria and sang in the Manchester Evening News Arena.

Religious Education

Religious Education is an essential part of children's general development, building on
their experience and growing awareness of themselves and their relationship with
others and with the natural world. The children are made aware of the multi-cultural,
multi-e t hni ¢ nat u raety.oGhristianitd ang thesChristi@n tradition play a
central role in the Religious Education Curriculum. The Religious Education curriculum
is based upon the Agreed Syllabus for Cumbria, which enables the children to be made
aware of a second religion in Key Stage 1 and a further religion in Key Stage 2.

The Education Acts of 1944 and 1988 give parents the right to withdraw their children
from Religious Education sessions, if they do not agree with the school's approach to
this subject.

The school complies with the 1988 Education Reform Act. We are not affiliated to any
religious denomination. However, representatives of local churches are invited, from
time to time, to take assemblies and participate in Religious Education. Visits are made
to local places of worship. Parents are notified on these occasions and may withdraw
their children from such events.

French

Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, enjoyment and
challenges for children. The skills, knowledge and understanding gained can make a
major contribution to the development of children's oracy, literacy and to their
understanding of their own culture and those of others.

Learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural
experience for pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills including key skills
of speaking and listening as well as extending their knowledge of how language works.
Learning another language gives children a new prospective on the world, encouraging
them to understand their own cultures and those of others.

The children will learn to:
(Speaking and Listening)
1 listen carefully and recognise sounds and combinations of sounds
1 understand and respond with increasing competence
1 join in songs, rhymes, raps and stories to practise the sounds of the language
1 take part in short conversations on familiar topics
(Reading and Writing)
1 remember grapheme-phoneme correspondences
1 read stories and rhymes

1 read, copy and write independently familiar words and simple phrases
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1 write sentences and short texts from memory
Intercultural Understanding

describe the life of children in the countries where the language is spoken
identify similarities and differences in every-day life, social conventions,
traditional stories and celebrations

1 recognise and mistrust stereotypes, and understand and respect cultural
diversity

f
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Primary Languages teaching at Newbarns School is fully inclusive.
Assembly

There is a form of collective worship for all children at some time during every school
day and the children are given the opportunity of regularly participating in class and
year group assemblies.

Assembly takes various shapes and for ms. We h
individual and group achievements are presented to be shared and praised by the

whole school. A range of assemblies are taken by either the Headteacher, local clergy

or other members of staff and are devoted to topical items, moral issues and religious

studies.

Teachers take it in turn to hold class assemblies in which the children take part. In
"Good Work Assemblies” children from year groups present a wide variety of work to
share with the rest of the school. This underlines our overall aim for personal
excellence rather than excellence over others.

Weconstanty uphol d the view that * pr trebgectand wor k we
respect for others as underlined in our school motto, "Only my best is good enough."
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